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People in the story

Jo Fisher: a fifteen-year-old schoolgirl

Martha Fisher: Jo's mum; she works and looks after her two
daughters

Amy Fisher: Jos younger sister; she goes to a different
school from Jo

Merlin: Jos dog; he’'s a German Shepherd dog and is very
intelligent

Mikey: a friend of Jo's; hes a year older than Jo and goes to
the same school as her

Sean: a nineteen-year-old boy that Jo meets

Gus: a man from Newcastle in the northeast of England

Sam: Amy’s best friend; he lives in the house next door

BEFOREYOU READ

1 Look at the cover and the pictures in the first two
chapters. Answer the questions.

1 Where do you think the story happens?

2 Can you predict three things that happen in this part of the
story?
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Chapter 1
A car ride

‘You can’t go out tomorrow night, Jo!” shouted Jo’s mum.
“You must look after Amy for me’

‘But I want to go out, Jo shouted back.

Jo, I work all week. I want one night out, said her
mum.

‘I work all week. I want to go out with my friends’

Jo went into the kitchen. Breakfast was short and loud.
BANG! She put her plate on the table. BANG! She shut the
fridge door.

The radio was on. They were playing an old song by The
Killers. Then it was the news. Jo went to get her bag from
her room. She came back into the kitchen.

‘... escaped after scientists ...’ the radio was saying. She
turned it off.

BANG! She put the coftee back in the cupboard.

‘Stop it, Jo!’ shouted her mum from the sitting room.
“You'll break something!’

Jo called Merlin. The dog ran up to her and she put her
arms round his neck.

‘T love you, Merlin, she said.

BANG! went the front door.

Jo walked along the road to the bus stop and then
stopped.

‘Oh no!” she thought. She remembered her English
homework. It was on her bed in her room. ‘Mr Bates will
kill me. I'll have to go back. Now I'll be late’
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She walked back to the house. Her mum and sister were
coming out.

‘What’s wrong?’ said her mum.

‘My homework’s upstairs, said Jo.

‘Oh, Jo! You never think!
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‘Can you take me to school?’ she asked her mum.

‘Were going with Sam and his mum today. There isn't
room for you in their car’

“Thanks a lot; said Jo angrily and she went into the house.

‘And remember to take the dog for a walk when you get
home, shouted her mum.

A few minutes later Jo came out of the house again.
Mikey was going by.

‘Hey, Jo, he called. ‘How’s things?’

“Yeah, OK; said Jo. Mikey came up to the front door.

“You don’t look very happy, he said.

‘Oh, you know, said Jo. ‘My mum never lets me do
anything’

‘Have you got time for a coffee?” he asked.

‘We'll be late for school, Jo replied.

Jo quite liked Mikey. He was in the year above her and he
lived in the next street. He was always in trouble at school,
but he was funny. And today, ‘funny’ was good.

‘What’s your first class?” asked Mikey.

‘What day is it? Thursday. It’s maths, said Jo.

‘Maths is boring, said Mikey.

She thought about maths. ‘OK, then. I'll go into school
after maths’

They had coffee in the kitchen. Jo put the radio on again.
They were talking about bees, so she turned it off.

‘Who wants to know about bees?’ said Mikey. He looked
out of the window. Jo’s mum’s car was in front of the house.

‘Hey, I've got an idea!’

‘Oh yeah? Whats your idea?” asked Jo.

‘Can you drive?’ asked Mikey. He didn’t wait for an
answer. ‘I can, he said. T drive my dad’s car all the time’
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T'm not old enough; said Jo. ‘But I have ridden a scooter.”

‘Let’s go out in your mum’s car. Your mum won't know.
We'll drive round for ten minutes and then come back.
Come on!’

‘Mikey, that is the worst idea ... Jo said.

‘Come on, it'll be fun, Mikey said.

‘Why shouldn’t I have some fun?; she asked herself.
People shouted at her all day - at home, at school.

‘What will my mum say?’ she said.

‘She won’t know; said Mikey.

‘People will see us, Jo said.

‘Nobody will see us - everyone’s at work or at school,
said Mikey. “‘Where are the car keys?’

She pulled on her big winter coat over her school
uniform. Mikey was already in the car. She got in next to him.

‘I don't believe this, Jo said. ‘Why are we doing this?
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“You were feeling sad. Remember?’ said Mikey. ‘Now
you're having a fun day! Ready?’

‘OK, let’s do it; she said.

Mikey started the car. He drove carefully along the road
and stopped at a red light. He turned left and started to drive
out of town.

‘What do you think?” he asked.

‘What do I think about what?” Jo said. She was beginning
to feel sick.

‘Am I a good driver?” Mikey said. He was smiling.

‘Mikey, this is really stupid, said Jo.

He started to drive faster. Jo was really afraid now.

‘Mikey, can we turn round, please? Now! This isn't
funny’

Mikey laughed.

They were in the country now. They drove through some
woods.

‘How fast can this car go?’ said Mikey.

‘Mikey, stop! Please stop the car’

‘Watch this!” he said. The car went faster.

‘Mikey! Stop!

Then the road turned to the right. Mikey tried to turn
but he was going too fast.

‘MIKEY! Jo screamed.

The car went off the road and into the woods. It went
faster and faster between the trees. Jo and Mikey banged
their heads on the roof. They were screaming. Then there
was a tree right in front of them ...

Jo opened her eyes. Everything was quiet. There was a
smell of smoke. She opened her door and got out. She went
round to Mikey’s side and opened his door. His eyes were
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closed. She put her hand on him. He moved. He wasn't
dead.

‘Come on, Mikey, she said. Mikey opened his eyes for a
moment but then closed them again.

‘Wake up!” she shouted at him.

But he didn't. Jo looked for her phone.

‘Oh no!’ she thought. Tleft it in the kitchen’

She found Mikey’s phone in his pocket. She called 112
and asked for help.

“There’s been an accident, she said. ‘It was a boy in a car.
He’s not dead, but his eyes are closed’

She told them where the car was.

‘What’s your name?’ asked the woman.

10
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But Jo couldn’t say her name. She couldn’t say ‘I was in
the car too. This was starting to feel like a bad dream.

‘My name’s ..." she started to say. ‘It’s nothing to do with
me ... 'm just walking my dog in the woods’

‘OK. Can you wait there for an ambulance?’

Yes, I'll wait!

Jo put Mikey’s phone back in his pocket.

Fifteen minutes later Jo heard the ambulance. She sat
high in a tree, about fifty metres from the car. She didn’t

move.
Two paramedics got out of the ambulance.

11
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‘Has he broken anything?” asked one of the men.

‘I don’t think so, said the other.

They carried Mikey to the ambulance.

‘Who called us?” one of them asked.

‘A woman, said the other. They looked around quickly.

‘Was she in the car, too?’

‘No. She said she saw the accident. She was walking her
dog. Do you want to look for her?’

‘No, let’s get back, said the first one, ‘the soldiers® are
coming and they ...

Jo couldn’t hear the end of the sentence.

12
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LOOKING BACK

1 Check your answers to Before you read on page 4.

ACTIVITIES

2 Are the sentences true (T) or false (F)?

1

O 00 N O U1 »h WDN

Jo wants to stay at home tomorrow night.

Jo decides to go into school after the first class. [ ]
Mikey isn't interested in bees. [ ]

At first Mikey drives too fast. [ ]

Jo’s mobile phone is in Mikey's pocket. [ ]

Jo waits high in a tree for the ambulance. []
There are some apple trees near the farm. []

Jo finds some food in her pocket. [ ]

Jo sleeps in the car that night. [ ]

3 Match the two parts of the sentences.

A U1 A WDN =

*r\;o_nc-m

Jo thinks about going

Jo waits for the dark [ ]

The woman, children and dog drive away [ ]
Jo hears rats [_]

Jo finds some breakfast [_]

The man sees Jo and she runs [_]

in the farm kitchen.
to the woods.
during the night.
to go to the farm.
to London.

without the man.

18
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4 Underline the correct words in each sentence.

1 Jo likes / doesn’t like Mikey.
Jo is older / younger than Mikey.
Mikey dies / doesn’t die in the accident.
Jo calls her mum / an ambulance after the accident.
The paramedics don’t know / know who called them.
Jo sleeps / doesn’t sleep well that night.
The next morning Jo doesn't want / wants to go home.
The woman / man finds Jo in the farmhouse.

00 NO U1 A WN

5 Answer the questions.
1 Why does Jo have to go back to the house in Chapter 1?
To get her English homework.

2 Whose car does Mikey drive?

3 What does Jo find in her pockets?

4 How does Jo get out of the farm building?

LOOKING FORWARD

6 What do you think? Answer the questions.
1 In Chapter 3, Jo finds someone she knows. Who is it?

2 In Chapter 4, Jo goes on a long journey. Why?

19
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