Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-17599-9 - Active Grammar Level 2 With Answers
Fiona Davis and Wayne Rimmer

Excerpt

More information

Present simple and present continuous
I’'m holding my breath.

666
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Friday night

It's midnight and I’'m holding my breath.

| feel so scared that | can’t move.

There it is again — a noise downstairs. | think there’s someone in the house.

‘Don't be silly! I say to myself. (I'm always lying awake at night and listening
to noises. Usually | find out it’s the fridge or someone next door or ... just nothing.)

I’'m staying at my friend’s house. Round here all the houses have got two floors. My
friend doesn’t live in a safe part of town and sometimes burglars come in through the downstairs windows.

I've prepared for this moment. This is what you do:

1 You lock the door as quietly as you can. 2 You phone the police on your mobile. 3 You talk to the police very loudly.
There’s the noise again ... and it’s getting closer.

| don’t want to do this. | get slowly out of bed. But then | stop. Two round eyes are looking at me.

| scream.

The neighbour’s cat runs back the way it came. How did it get in? Probably through the downstairs window.

But that means the downstairs window is open ...

1 Where is the writer of the story?
2 What is making the noise?
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Present simple and present continuous

Present simple 3 Use the present simple for things that are always
1 Add an -s for third person forms in present simple statements. or usually t':“e; .
All other forms stay the same. He doesn’t live in a safe part of town.
I/ you [ we [ they run.

4 Use the present simple for regular or repeated

He / she / it runs.
/ / events and habits.

2 Make negative forms of regular verbs with don’t and doesn’t. I visit my friend every month.
I don’t want to do this.
My friend doesn’t live in a safe part of town.
NOT —deesnttives—
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5 We often use the present simple with adverbs of 12 Use the present continuous with always, constantly or
frequency, e.g. always, never, usually. forever to criticise.
Usually | find out it’s the fridge or someone next door ... I’'m always hearing noises.
or just nothing.
13 Use the present continuous to talk about situations
6 We often use the present simple to give instructions or which are gradually changing.
directions. The noise is getting louder.
1 You lock the door as quietly as you can.
2 You phone the police on your mobile. 14 We often use the present continuous to describe the
background to a story. We use the present simple to
7 We often use the present simple to tell a story, or to describe the events.
describe a series of events as they happen. It’s midnight and I'm holding my breath.
I get slowly out of bed. But then | stop. ‘Don’t be silly!’ | say to myself.
8 We often use the present simple for areview (of abook 15 We don’t usually use the present continuous with

or a film, for example).
The film tells the story of a boy who lives in the poorest
part of the city. It has an unexpected ending.

TIP

Have got means the same as have.
Have got is more common in informal and British
English.

I've got three brothers. = | have three brothers.

| haven'’t got any sisters. = | don’t have any sisters.

A: Have you got any children?

B: Yes, | have. | No, | haven't.

= A: Do you have any children? B: Yes, | do. | No, | don’t.

Present continuous

9 Make present continuous sentences with am / is /
are + verb +-ing.
I’'m always lying awake.
It’s getting closer.
Two round eyes are looking at me.

10 Use the present continuous to describe an activity in
progress now or around now.
Two round eyes are looking at me.

I'm studying two languages: English and Spanish.

11 Use the present continuous to talk about unfinished
or temporary actions.

I’'m staying at my friend’s.

Note the difference:

He lives in a beautiful flat. (The speaker doesn’t think
this situation will change soon.)

He’s living in the north of the city at the moment.
(The speaker thinks this is a temporary situation.)

state verbs (which describe states, not actions), e.g.
want, sound, believe, mean, promise.

| don’t want to do this.

That means the downstairs window is open.

16 We can use some state verbs in the continuous form
to describe actions. The verb then has a different
meaning. Some common verbs we use like this are:
appear, expect, feel, have, imagine, look, think, see,
smell, taste, weigh.

| think there’s someone there.

(think = talking about a belief)

I’'m thinking what to do next.

(think = talking about a process)

We often use the present simple in formal letters
and emails.

| write to inform you that ...

I look forward to meeting you.

We often use the present continuous in more
informal letters and emails.

I’'m writing to let you know that ...
I'm looking forward to seeing you.

» See Unit 8 for the present simple and present continuous with
future meaning.

Present simple and present continuous 7
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A Underline the correct option. C Match the pairs.
It's the middle of the afternoon. In a quiet 1 Atlastthesun——a iscoming out.
neighbourhood a burglar *tries /is trying to break 2 Thesun b always comes after rain.
. 2 . .
into a house. He3 creeps./ls creeping r.ound the 3 They're not staying a at home in the evenings.
house when he “hears /is hearing a voice. 4 Th ) .
. 4 ) 5 ) ey don’t usually stay b inthe country for very long.
Spider-Man “watches / is watching you!
The burglar >turns /is turning round quickly but 5 The sea level on Earth a isrising.
he édoesn’t see /isn’t seeing anything. So he 6 Thesun b rises early.
’starts /is starting creeping across the garden 7 In the mountains a it's getting cold.
again. . . 8 Come and have your dinner— b it gets cold.
‘Spider-Man 8watches /is watching you! ’ ) . ) .
The burglar *hears /is hearing the voice again and 9 I'mlooking forward a tomeeting you at the interview

this time he %sees /is seeing a parrot. The parrot
sits /is sitting by the side of the house.

12Do you talk / Are you talking to me? 3asks /is
asking the burglar.

“Yes, Ysays /is saying the parrot.‘How do you do?
I’'m Batman.

‘That’s a silly name,’ *laughs /is laughing the
burglar. ‘Why *does your owner call / is your
owner calling you that?’

‘I have no idea, Yreplies /is replying the parrot,
‘and */ don’t know / I'm not knowing why

the rottweiler’'s name is Spider-Man.

‘I ¥don’t want / am not wanting to find out! the
burglar 2says /is saying.

And he ?Yruns /is running away!

D

B Match each text 1-5 to a description a-e. Then
complete the texts using the words in brackets
and either the present simple or the present
continuous.

-
|

You.... g0 ..(@) |
'~ along this street and you \‘
C twrn (tum)leftatthe |

e, Theshop s your .

2 [ ]

As oil prices rise, the cost of air travel

.................................. (increase). Reports show that as a
result more and morepeople .. ... (stay)
at home for their holidays and
(not travel) abroad.

4[]

G o siegunge i eptenber

5

10

tomorrow.

We look forward b to seeing you in town tomorrow.

Complete the sentences using the verbs from the box in the
present simple or present continuous. Each verb is used twice.

not have not look think weigh

\

.................................................................................................................................... 21 kilos.
I o all the ingredients for a cake.
................................................................................................................................................. any pets.
......................................................................................................... breakfast this morning.

of this photo?
............. very happy.

cONOUL A WNPEK

Youwon't find it. YOU ...
in the right place.

3 [

What annoys me about my sister? Well,

she (always talk)
to her friends on the phone! And she

(always lose) things.

[]

I enjoyed this. It’s about a guy who
.. (20) round the world
(travel) on as many

a description of change
a book review
directions

criticism

temporary situation

and :
different forms of transport as possible.

o QN oD
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E Complete the questions using the verbs in brackets in either the present simple or present continuous.

1A Do You knsw . that woman? (know) B: No, I've never met her before.

2 A When ? (get home) B: Usually at about 4.

3 A-Where o she ... ?(go) B: To the shop, | think.

4 A _you ?(agree) B: Yes, | think you are right.

5 A Why ? (laugh) B: Ijust heard a funny joke.

6 A -his name ? (remember) B: Ithink it began with B.

7 A: What .. ?(read) B: It’s a novel by a new young writer.
8 A: Why ?(cry) B: It’'s areally sad film.

F Complete the sentences in an appropriate way.

1 First of all, the oven has to be hot and then YJouput......... A
the cake in f or 20 minutes . but she wants to be a doctor one day.
2 because he’s a vegetarian. 5 Hurryup-
3 On Saturday | work inacaféalldaybut ... 6 Look- .
...... 7 I'manonly child- . -
8 He makes me angry —

~LIRITT

Complete the descriptions by inventing answers to the 4 Where are you? And what are you doing?

questions.

1 Where are you? And what are you doing?
I'm.in bed and ['m sleeping. What happens next? |:5¢¢.5omeane famous and | 4o up £0 her.
What happens next? The alam rings. | burn, i off and g5 How do you feel?
hack to sLee}o 5 When is it? And what are you doing?

How do you feel? | f% tired.
2 Whenis it? And where are you?

What happens next? The car breaks dowh.
How do you feel?
What happens next? [ see my brother. 6 Whenisit? And what are you doing?
How do you feel?
3 Whenis it? And where are you?

What happens next? f} strander cames wp £5 me.
How do you feel?

What happens next? The L@‘wsgﬁ out,
How do you feel?

............. 0t e 0 0 0 0 e e 0 e 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 e 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 %0 0 e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e T e et e e Sty St S 8 e e
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Circle the correct option.

1 The Pyrenees ... on the border between France and Spain. a lie b lies c arelying

2 Thisbag ... to me. a doesn’'t belongs b doesn’t belong c isn't belonging _
3 Wesometimes ... the car racing in the holidays. a watch b watches ¢ are watching Povee.:
4 It’s Sunday and 'mbored. It ... heavily. a rain b rains c israining poece.:
5 Thisfilmisgreat—1 ... ! a really like b amreallylike d am really liking :E:EZ

e Tttt it etatotoes ""‘i‘f""‘?"“""

Present simple and present continuous 9
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Past simple and past continuous

He was driving on a dark night.

Casey Jones (1863—-1900) was an American
railway driver. He became a hero when

he died because he saved the lives of

many passengers in a terrible accident.

On 30 April 1900 Casey was driving his
train back to the station during a dark and
wet night. He was with another driver,

his friend Webb. The train was going fast
because Casey wanted to get back quickly
but this wasn’t the problem. There was
another train on the same railway. Casey
and Webb didn’t know about this train.

As Casey was coming around a bend, he
saw the other train. Casey realised the
danger. ‘Jump!” he shouted to his friend.
Webb jumped from the train while Casey
was trying to stop. Webb fell 100 metres
but he didn’t die. While he was falling, he
heard Casey. Casey was shouting, ‘Help!’
The train was going fast, so it couldn’t
stop quickly. Casey slowed the train down
but it still crashed. Casey was killed but
the passengers didn’t die.

Casey became very famous after this and
his friend wrote a very popular song, The
Ballad of Casey Jones, about him.

Underline the correct options:
1 Casey is a hero because he saved many lives /wrote a song.
2 Webb was a driver / passenger.

JBALIP Z  SOAI| AUBLU PIAES T :SI9IMSUY

Past simple and past continuous

Past simple

1 Add -ed to make the past simple (regular) for all
persons. Use did not with the infinitive without to to
make the negative and use did to make a question.

statement v/ negative X question ? short answer v/ X
| /You/He/She/ started. did not (didn’t) Did | /you /he /she /it /  Yes,(l)did.
It / We / They start. we / they start? No, (1) did not (didn’t).

10
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2 Many common verbs have irregular forms for past simple  Past simple and past continuous
statements, e.g. go - went, see =» saw, be =» was | were.

’ 8 We can use the past simple with the past continuous
Casey went to the station.

in the same sentence. The past simple is a shorter

We saw the crash. action / event that happens in the middle of, or
P See page 203 for a list of irregular verbs. interrupts, a longer past continuous action / event.
My dad phoned while | was having a shower.
3 Use the past simple for past actions, states and facts.
Casey lived in the USA. My dad phoned.
Millions of immigrants moved to the USA in the past A present
nineteenth century. g

| was having a shower.

4 We usually use the past simple for repeated or usual
actions or situations.
While | was on the train, Mike called twice.
Casey walked to work every day.

9 Use the past continuous to give the reason for a past
event, or to set the background to a story - to talk
about what was going on when an event happened.

The train was going fast, so it couldn’t stop quickly.

. I was listening to the radio when | heard the news.
Past continuous

5 Make the past continuous using the verb was / were + When, while and as
verb + -ing.

10 Use when, while or as to link past simple and past
continuous verbs. Use when before the past simple or

statement negative X the past continuous verb. Use while before the past
| /You/We/ wereworking. were not (weren’t) continuous verb.
They working. While he was falling, he heard Casey.

. : I didn’t say anything when | while the police were
He/She /It  was working. was not (wasn’t) asking questions.
working.
11 Use when to join past simple events that are
Make questions and short answers as follows: consecutive.
The train stopped when it arrived at the station.

question ? short answer v/ X When the phone rang, Jack answered it.

Yes, (we) were.
No, (we) weren’t.

12 We usually use when with states, e.g. ages.
They left America when they were children.
Yes, (he) was. Casey died when he was 37.

Were you / we / they  working?

Was | / he /she /it working? ,
No, (he) wasn’t. .
13 We usually use as to describe two short events that

happen simultaneously, or two events that change

6 Use the past continuous (e.g. was walking, were living, together.
etc.) to talk about events which were in progress at a As the train crashed, everyone screamed.
particular time in the past. As the train went faster, Casey worked harder.

On 30 April Casey was driving his train back to the

station. I i P

Use during to say when something happened.

T S L G e e oo Use for to say how long something went on.
7 Use the past continuous for a description of The train crashed during the night.
simultaneous ongoing situations. He was a train driver for 10 yeats.
It was raining, so we weren’t driving fast. I was working during my holidays and didn’t see
What were the passengers doing while this was her for three weeks.
happening?

Past simple and past continuous 11
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A Write the past simple forms of these verbs. D This accident happened yesterday. Write what
1 drive— . drowe 2 do— . the people were doing at the time of the accident.
3 have— ... 4 get—
5 open— ... 6 eat— ...
7 SWIM— .. 8 shout—..........
9 fall- ... ... 10 try—
11 know — .. 12 become—....

B Complete the sentences using the verbs from the box in the
past continuous.

cry dream drive have live not play
not snow wait watch not work

1 Max .. w.@&..dréyi_ng ..... his car to work when it happened.
2 Thebaby ... very loudly, so | couldn’t hear.
3 YOU o TV all night?
4 | couldn’t call you because ourphone ... ... .
5 WhilewWe ..o for the bus, it started to rain.
6 John in London
when you met him?
7 Mymumanddad .. ... a coffee in the kitchen.
8 It but it was very cold.
9 Diditreally happenor ... lonly ... ... ?
10 lGlensn ano(lelrsten ....................................................................................... in the game When the accident happened....
ast >aturday. 1 Joywas eating an ice croam,
C Match the pairs. g
1 When | got home, a | made dinner. B
b | was making dinner. L
2 The bottle smashed a asitfell on the floor. 6
b while it was falling on the 7
floor. 8
3 After the teacher finished, a the students asked some )
questions. E Someone stole a picture from the museum
b the students were asking last night. Read the detective’s notebook with
some questions. information from three museum workers, then
4 What music did you like a while you were 11 years use the notes to write sentences. Every sentence
old? should have one verb in the past simple and one in
b when you were 11 years the past continuous.
old? N A OO A A O A O A A Al | .

b Bh BB AR Ak AN b AL 8 A m s sy
£ &8 = N :" i = . “w s % ", w = .

5 | wasn’t working a during two yeats. - PRIV T W X

b for two years. Tom Higgins: leave museum / hear nolse

6 Clare was working in Oxford a as Mike studied at night remenber his car Reys / walk to his car
school. come back, / see a woman with a pieture
b while Mike was studying shout / the woman run away
at night school. Martha Wilkins: clean the room / Lights go out
7 We started a when everything was ready. Look. for some watches / lights come on
b while everything was ready. notice glass o the floor / Look around
8 Was Susan wearing the a when she camein? Sam Smith: sit at his desk / the phone ring
same dress b when she was coming in? he pick up the PHOWE / & SLrARGE WOrMAN come i

he speak. / the woman go out

12
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F Circle the correct option.

Dick Whittington (1358-1423) was a famous mayor of
London. The story says that Dick was a poor boy who *...
to London to become rich. Dick ... his cat with him for
company. Life was very hard in London. Dick worked as a
servant 3... some months but he got very little money and
all he had was his cat. Finally, Dick decided to give his cat
to a merchant and leave London. As he *... down the street,
he °... a voice in his head. The voice said, ‘Come back, Dick,
you will be Mayor of London three times!’ Dick came back.
At the same time, the merchant and his men °... by ship
to another country. It was a good ship but there was a
big problem: rats! Rats ’...
everywhere on the ship and
no one &... them. Luckily,
Dick’s cat was very good at
catching rats. The merchant
was very happy with the
cat and gave Dick a nice
present when he °... home.
Dick now had some
money and he started his
own business. He also
married a rich woman. Dick
10 mayor of London three
times and *L... he died he
left a lot of money. The
story does not say what *2...
to his cat.

.;.;.;.;.;.;.;.;.;.;.;.;.
000" 00 0 0 0 0 %0 0 %0 00 %0 % % e e e e %! ()

MHEST'

Circle the correct option.

1 the train stopped, all the passengers got off.
2 ldidn’t interrupt Casey because he to Webb.
3 Webb was a driver a long time.
Casey’s wife
5 Casey’s friend never

by train again.

e S0 R

a during b since ¢ for
when she heard the news?
a didn’t travel

1 a wascoming ® came ¢ hascome d comes
2 a wastaking b weretaking ¢ took d taken
3 afor bduring cin d at
4 a walks b iswalking ¢ haswalked
d was walking
5 a hear b heard ¢ was hearing
d were hearing
6 a travels b travelled ¢ wastravelling
d were travelling
7 a isrunning b arerunning ¢ wasrunning

d were running

8 a hascaught b couldcatch ¢ didcatch
d didn’t catch
9 aget b got «cgotten d wasgetting
10 a didbecome b become
¢ was becoming d did becoming
11 aas b while ¢ when d since
12 a happens b happened
¢ did happen d was happening

Complete the sentences to make them true for you.

When | got home yesterday, My sister was playing
4.computer game.

during the summer.
While | was having breakfast,

as | was going to my friend’s.
When | was 10,

a When b While ¢ As
a spoke b was speaking ¢ were speaking

said

a was..saying b did..say ¢ has..
b travelled ¢ was travelling

l.'..' SOee eSS AW~

Past 5|mple and past continuous 13
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